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Non-governmental organization “Belarusian Association of Assistance to Chil-
dren and Young People with Disabilities” (NGO “BelAPDIiMI”) unites on a voluntary 
basis more than 3000 families which look after children and young people with psy-
chophysical disabilities.

Certificate of registration No 01438, registered by the decision No 254 of the 
Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Belarus on 31 May 2006.

OUR GOAL IS 

To create for children and young people with disabilities equal with other peo-
ple opportunities to participate in every field of social life.

WHERE WE WORK

NGO «BelAPDIiMI» comprises 47 regional and 9 Minsk member organizations. 
These organizational subdivisions can develop their own programmes and partici-
pate in the national ones. 

In 2014 NGO “BelAPDIiMI” celebrated 20 years. Twenty years ago, we, parents 
of children with disabilities came together to try to change the lives of our children. 
During these years we have learned a lot: to create workshops, to be for our children 
not only parents but also teachers, psychologists, therapists ... We have learned to 
live with our “special” children, to live with joy. During many years our society had 
looked at people with disabilities through the prism of diagnoses and did not believe 
that they were able to achieve something in their lives. We hope that this attitude has 
been changing today, and largely thanks to the work of NGO “BelAPDIiMI”. 

On June 6, the International conference “Myths and facts: 20 years later” dedicat-
ed to the 20th anniversary of NGO “BelAPDIiMI” was held in Minsk. More than 100 peo-

ple attended the conference - our 
friends, partners and colleagues 
from Belarus, Sweden, Russia, 
Lithuania, Austria and Germany. 
We comprehended the past to-
gether, discussed our common 
successes and achievements. The 
organization has received grati-
tudes and certificates of honor 
from the Ministry of Labour and 
Social Protection of RB, Ministry 
of Education of RB, Diploma from 
the Swedish organization “Star of 
Hope”, certificates of honor and 
letters of thanks from our part-
ners and colleagues.
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One of our mothers - Olga Wales – has 
composed lyrics and melody of the anthem of 
the organization.

Three families have become heroes of the 
film made to the 20th anniversary of the or-
ganization. These are the stories of children 

and their parents. These are 
the stories of struggle, cour-
age and success. Presenta-
tion of the film was held at the 
conference, the film is availa-
ble for viewing on the Inter-
net.

OUR ADDRESS:

D. Serdicha St. 9, 220082, 
Minsk, Belarus

Tel/fax (+375 17) 365 03 88, 
256 73 90

E-mail: info@belapdi.org
http://www.belapdi.org 

http://www.infoDisability.org
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“Letter to Ded Moroz”. We helped to make a dream of 16 years old Dima from 
Grodno comes true. – “I just wanted to come to MINSK, to DOLPHINARIUM, to swim 
with dolphins ...”. Dima’s dream was shot by Belarusian television. 

Link to this video: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dK0qAjR5uvo

ACTIVITIES OF THE EXECUTIVE BUREAU 
OF NGO “BelAPDIiMI” IN 2014

NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL ACTIONS

More than 300 families visited 
performance at the farm of Ded Mo-
roz in the Botanical Garden in Minsk. 
A trip by train at Children’s railway was 
organized for children. 

More than 200 children from 
primary organizations of NGO “Be-
lAPDIiMI” could visit Ded Moroz in 
Belovezhskaya Pushcha, participate 
in Christmas performances, sit at sweet 
table, get a gift from Ded Moroz and 
Snegurochka. 

Organization of festivals in a chil-
dren’s entertainment center for 130 
families from all districts of Minsk city. 
It was a real festival for children! Eve-
ryone could find an entertainment to 
the taste: children’s labyrinth, various 
slides, tunnels, trampolines and ball 
pools worked for the youngest visitors. 
Older children could participate in real 
laser battles and visit 5D cinema. 
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Organization and carrying out the 
traditional festival “Light your star” ded-
icated to the 20th anniversary of NGO 
“BelAPDIiMI” and the International Day 
for Protection of Children. More than 
1500 families from all over the republic 
became participants of celebrations in 
the capital’s Central Park after M. Gorky. 

More than 55 families have visited a 
new big water park. All the children have 
been in this water entertainment cent-
er for the first time. The children were 
delighted with water attractions! It was 
a new experience and for employees of 
the water park - children with disabilities 
have never been their visitors before. 
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Beginning from October, our organi-
zation has begun carrying out inclusive 
master classes for children with disabili-
ties and children without disabilities. Mas-
ter classes are carried out by famous Be-
larusian artists, designers and musicians. 
One of such master classes was carried 
out in October. We want to show socie-
ty that our children have the right equal 
with others to participate in all spheres of 
the life of society. 

Daily legal, informational, psycho
logical assistance to families and peo-
ple with disabilities all over the republic. 
During the reporting year humanitarian 
assistance was provided to children and 
young people with severe disabilities in 
regions and in Minsk city due to attrac-
tion of sponsorship funds: 

•	 gymnastic balls - 116 units 
•	 gymnastic mats  - 48 units.
•	 blankets and plaids –124 units 
•	 new computers – 18 units
•	 second-hand laptops - 12 units and 

computer mice to them 
•	 caps for children under 8 years – 

93 units 
•	 children’s toys  –  more than 120 units
•	 and other humanitarian aid in the 

form of second-hand things 
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OUR CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE

In 2014 our children and young people with disabilities with support of the 
staff of the executive bureau of NGO “BelAPDIiMI” became active participants 
of national and international activities, heroes of stories in mass media.

This year the UN has chosen mental 
health as the Youth Day theme. Repre-
sentatives of the youth with disabilities 
often find themselves excluded from the 
everyday life of our society. Meeting of 
young people - employees of the pub-
lic workshop and enterprise “ArtIdea” of  
primary organization of Oktyabrskiy dis-
trict of NGO “BelAPDIiMI” with the pop-
ular Belarusian TV presenter and well-
known blogger Andrey Bond was organ-
ized on August 11.Together with him, 
they visited the National Art Museum, 
walked through the Minsk center, and 
also made several joint photos on mem-
ory in a photo studio.
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The collectivity of percussion in-
struments “Nastroenie” of the primary 
organization of NGO “BelAPDIiMI” from 
Molodechno city gave a performance at 
Minsk International Educational Centre 
named after Johannes Rau. The collec-
tivity was very warmly welcomed by the 
participants of the National Social Fo-
rum II “Social cohesion for the sake of 
the general interests” - representatives 

Opening of an exhibition of a Be-
larusian photographer Stanislav Kar-
banovich “Thirst for Life” was held in the 
Crystal Hall in Prague. Stanislav is 27 
years old, the young man is a member 
of the PO of Oktyabrsky district of MCO 
of NGO “BelAPDIiMI” and a member of 
CHPTUP “ArtIdea”.

Stanislav is a diplomant of many 
city and republican contests. The title 
“Thirst for Life” for Stanislav who con-
stantly forced to overcome his illness for 
the sake of his favorite things and close 
people has a special meaning. 

of different ministries, non-governmen-
tal organizations, the business com-
munity as well as authorities and pub-
lic institutions from Belarus, Germany, 
France and the CIS countries. 
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In June 2014, young people with 
disabilities, staff of unitary enterprises 
of NGO “BelAPDIiMI” took part in the 
work of “Cities of masters” during carry-
ing out the International Festival of Arts 
“Slavic Bazaar in Vitebsk”. Our small 
enterprises have prepared thoroughly 
to participate in the “City of Masters”. 
UE “Baran Arabesques” put linen bags 
which were in great demand among citi-
zens and guests of the city. UE “Road to 
Life” (Stolin city, Brest region.) offered 
buyers ceramic products. 

Yushkevich Roman and Bulaeva Ta-
tiana became participants of City festi-
val of creativity of people with disabili-
ties IV “Mastatstva zhyts, tvaryts Mas-
tatstva” 

Employees of the enterprise of NGO 
“BelAPDIiMI” “ArtIdea” carried out a 
master class on making greeting cards, 
brooches, hairpins on festival to Moth-
er’s Day in one of the largest hypermar-
kets in Minsk. 
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RECREATION

Every summer NGO “BelAPDIiMI” tries to organize recreation programmes 
and summer camps for children, young people with disabilities and their 
parents with assistance of national and international sponsors. 

Recreation of families from Soli-
horsk Logoysk, Bykhov, Baranovichi, 
Kalinkovichi, Krupki, Smolevichi, Gomel, 
Dzerzhinsk and Minsk was held in June 
on the base of children’s rehabilitation 
and health-improving center “Nadejda”. 

35 people from 12 regions and 3 
districts of Minsk city spent 6 unforget-
table days in a wonderful place near 
Vileika reservoir at children’s rehabilita-
tion and health-improving center “Na-
dejda”. 
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Recreation of the Summer Camp 
“Nadejda” was held for the first time. 
The camp was organized by Bobruisk 
primary organization “Nadejda”. The 
seminar was attended by 16 teenag-
ers and young people with disabilities in 
the age from 11 to 28 years old and 16 
mothers as well as 8 volunteers.  
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For our families who live in cit-
ies whose children do not always have 
an opportunity to just walk down the 
street, trip or excursion becomes a real 
festival. The following excursions were 
organized with assistance of sponsors: 

•	 “Rakov-Ivenets-Bee farm” for chil-
dren and young people of NGO “Be-
lAPDIiMI” and their parents. 

•	 to Poland for 40 people: children 
and young people with disabilities 
with assistance of a parent. 

•	 on the route “Pinsk-Molodovo-Pore-
chie-r.Yaselda-Pinsk”.
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SEMINARS, TRAININGS, CONFERENCES

NGO “BelAPDIiMI” constantly organizes trainings, seminars and conferences 
on different themes.

A cycle of training seminars for 25 
employees of the system of social ser-
vices “Living of adults with disabilities” 
was organized and carried out togeth-
er with the Republican Institute for Ad-
vanced Training of the Ministry of Labor 
and Social Protection of RB and Dort-
mund International Educational Center 
(Germany). 

Training seminar “Sex education of 
children and young people with disabili-
ties”.
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Outdoor training seminar for young 
people with disabilities and their parents.

3 outdoor training seminars - for 
young people “working and playing to-
gether”, the seminars were attended by 
more than 45 people.

4 outdoor seminars for specialists 
on employment of people with disabil-
ities, the seminars were attended by 
more than 80 people.
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22 young people with disabilities 
and their parents took part in the train-
ing seminar of personal growth and self-
advocacy.

Round table “Social assistance 
of people with epilepsy” in coopera-
tion with NGO “Belarusian antiepileptic 
league” on social assistance of people 
with epilepsy.
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AWARENESS RAISING

Publication and distribution of Ivo 
Selner’s book |”Myths and facts about 
people with intellectual disabilities”. 
Presentation of the book was organized 
on the World Down Syndrome Day, on 
the basis of BSPU after M. Tank. The au-
thor spoke before listeners.

The violet day is an annual inter-
national action carried out on March 26 
whose purpose is to dispel myths about 
epilepsy and to help people who live 
with this diagnosis. 

A large number of actual materi-
als on epilepsy is available at forum of 
NGO “BelAPDIiMI”, they are very popu-
lar among visitors of the forum. 

Иво Сельнер

МИФЫ И ФАКТЫ 
О ЛЮДЯХ С УМСТВЕННЫМИ 

ОГРАНИЧЕНИЯМИ

Доктор Иво Сельнер родился в 1952 г. в 
Чехословакии. Окончил университет в  
г. Острава по специальности «Педагогика 
и лингвистика» (с дополнительным об-
разованием в области детской психоло-
гии); получил второе высшее образова-
ние в Швейцарии и Австрии (лечебная 
педагогика и лечение зависимостей). 
С 1985 г. живет и работает в Австрии.

Долгие годы доктор Иво Сельнер рабо-
тал с пациентами, имеющими особенно-
сти психического и физического разви-
тия, нарушения поведения, синдром ау-
тизма. Имеет многолетнюю практику в 
качестве консультанта и советника по 
вопросам воспитания, педагогики и пси-
хологии; проводит семинары для специ-
алистов и родителей в разных странах. 
Является доцентом-консультантом в сфе-
ре социальных профессий в университе-
те и Высшей социальной школе «Кари-
тас» г. Оломоуц (Чехия).

Experience of the project “First 
Steps to Work” aimed at employment 
of people with disabilities is reflected by 
the staff of NGO “BelAPDIiMI” in bro-
chures “Way to work” and “Memo to the 
employer” published in 2014.
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Carrying out of a Photo-campaign 
“I am for a world without division into 
people with disabilities and people with-
out disabilities!”. The aim is to draw at-
tention to people with disabilities, to the 
problems they face in their lives, to as-
sist inclusion of people with disabilities 
into the life of society. 

Reportage on the project “Art for 
inclusion of people with disabilities” in 
the program “In Time” on TV channel 
Minsk 24 doc.
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Parents bringing up children with 
disabilities spoke about the possible di-
rections of providing assistance to fami-
lies on the air of First Channel of the Be-
larusian Radio.

With assistance of parents, children 
and young people have prepared sever-
al videos about the life of their primary 
organization, have written stories about 
their lives. The materials were post-
ed on the website and forum of NGO 
“BelAPDIiMI”. 

Why do people still have ambiv-
alent attitude to people with disabili-
ties? This and other questions were dis-
cussed within the framework of the talk 
show “This is fate” on TV channel STV in 
which representatives of “BelAPDIiMI” 
took part.

Maxim (a child with Down’s syn-
drome) and his mother - the chairper-
son of Smolevichy primary organization 
of NGO “BelAPDIiMI” Angela Volchanina 
became heroes of the project “Others” 
of Belarusian news portal. 

Collection of materials of the sci-
entific and practical conference on the 
problems of  use the International Clas-
sification of Functioning, Disability and 
Health in medical and psychological 
work with people with intellectual and 
physical disabilities, mental illnesses.

Representatives of NGO “BelAPDIi-
MI” took an active part in the round ta-
ble dedicated to the International Day of 
People with Disabilities. The activity was 
organized by the UN Office in Belarus. 
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SHARING OF EXPERIENCES

Members and staff of NGO “BelAPDIiMI” took part in organization and car-
rying out the activities on sharing work experiences.

Deputy Chairperson of NGO “Be-
lAPDIiMI” took part in the roundtable 
“People with disabilities in the informa-
tion field” which was held in the State 
Duma of Russia. The innovative projects 
that have been realizing by NGO “BelAP-
DIiMI” were presented at the activity. 

At the invitation of NGO “BelAPDI-
iMI”, during 2014 Dr. Jan Schrurs and 
Joseph Kienhuis (Fontys University, the 
Netherlands), have carried out a series 
of seminars for parents and specialists 
on modern methods of work with fam-
ilies bringing up children with disabili-
ties. The seminars were attended by 
more than 50 people.

Employees of NGO “BelAPDIiMI” 
presented their experience at the in-
ternational conference “For a decent 
and full life of people with develop-
mental disabilities in society. Interna-
tional and Russian experience” which 
was held  in Nizhny Novgorod (Russian 
Federation). 

Employees of NGO “BelAPDIiMI” 
has taken an active part and present-
ed their experience in the work of the II 
Republican social forum “Social unity for 
the sake of common interests”. 

A team of specialists of NGO “Be-
lAPDIiMI” has undergone training in Po-
land on forming positive perception of 
people with disabilities in Belarus.
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NGO “BelAPDIiMI” became the in-
itiator and co-organizer of the inter-
national scientific-practical conference 
“Modern approaches to rehabilitation 
and medical expertise taking into ac-
count the main provisions of the Inter-
national Classification of Functioning, 
Disability and Health”. The conference 
was attended by more than 150 repre-
sentatives of institutions of health, so-
cial protection, education, public organ-
izations, and specialists from Germany, 
Switzerland, Russia, and Belarus. 

Parents bringing up children with 
severe disabilities often face difficul-
ties on development motor activity of 
their children, caring problems. In co-
operation with specialists from Switzer-
land, NGO “BelAPDIiMI” organized a se-
ries of training activities on kinesthet-
ics with involvement of specialists from 
Switzerland and Austria. 7 parents of 
the organization from Minsk and Bo-
bruisk have been trained. At the end of 
the theoretical part of the course, the 
trainers visited families in the home, 
and gave parents practical recommen-
dations. 

In parallel with courses on kinesthet-
ics, specialist from Austria Dr.Thomas 
Weggemann, carried out training activi-
ties on hippotherapy for parents. 

Participation in the study trip to 
Austria. During the study visit the par-
ticipants had the opportunity to learn 
the system of assistance to people with 
disabilities from early age to independ-
ent living as well as share their experi-
ence in this field with partners from Ar-
menia.
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Participation in the partner confer-
ence “Memory for the sake of a com-
mon future” which was held in Krzyżowa 
(Poland). The activity was attended by 
about 250 people from Belarus, Ger-
many, France, Great Britain, Japan, Ka-
zakhstan, Italy, Ireland, Norway, Po-
land, Spain, the Netherlands, Turkey 
and Ukraine. A new project of NGO “Be-
lAPDIiMI” “Ordinary People” was pre-
sented at the activity. 

Chairperson of  NGO “BelAPDI-
iMI” took part in the Regional Confer-
ence “Strengthening of mechanisms in 
the field of protection of children from 
neglectful and cruel treatment, exploi-
tation and violence” organized by the 
Government of the Republic of Belarus 
and the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF).

Participation in the seminar “Inno-
vations in Corporate Social Responsibil-
ity” with assistance of the Swedish In-
stitute. The aim of the seminar was to 
discuss the importance of innovative 
CSR practices, as well as the positive in-
fluence of separate innovations on eco-
nomic indicators of enterprises.
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SOCIALLY IMPORTANT PROJECTS REALIZED BY 
NGO “BelAPDIiMI” IN 2014

“YOUR CHANCE”
http://belapdi.org/job/

The project aim: Inclusion of people with disabilities into society through ex-
panding opportunities of their employment 

The project objectives:
•	 Introduction of innovative approaches in the field of employment of people with 

disabilities in 2 regions of Belarus through dissemination of experience of the 
current project. Strengthen Belarusian NGOs that support people with disabili-
ties, especially at local and regional levels. Stimulation of interaction between 
government and civil society organizations in this field in order to create condi-
tions for the participation of NGOs in the social order mechanism. 

•	 Implementation of the right to work of persons with disabilities through the con-
tinued work of the assisted employment service in Minsk on the base of NGO 
“BelAPDIiMI”.

•	 Creation of a platform on the website www.belapdi.org  for providing informa-
tion to employers about people with disabilities, for accommodation and search 
of resumes.

•	 Carrying out of awareness-raising actions aimed at changing attitudes towards 
people with disabilities
Implementation period: 2 years 
The project is realized with assistance of the German Fund “Bread for the World”. 

“BECOME ADULT”

The project aim: promotion of the model of assisted living - social adaptation 
and preparation to independent life of young people with disabilities to maximize 
their stay in a familiar social environment,  to maintain social status, to ensure re-
spect of rights and legal interests on the example of the hostel “Open Doors”.

The project objectives:
•	 To demonstrate state structures and NGO the possibility of organization assisted 

living for 12 young people with disabilities on the example of 3 training courses 
in conditions of social assistance (evaluation of needs and opportunities of young 
people with disabilities, work on providing the service of assisted living, making 
the individual program of assistance for Medical and Rehabilitation Commission 
of Experts, working out and agreement standards of the service in future).

•	 To disseminate work experience throughout the Republic of Belarus with the help 
of presentations and workshops which are planned within the framework of the 
project. To promote tolerant attitude towards people with disabilities. The work-
shops are carried out in 5 cities - Logoysk, Zhlobin, Smolevichy, Gomel, Mogilev 
region and in Minsk city.
The project “BECOME ADULT” is realized with assistance of Roman Catholic 

Church “Renovabis” (“Action for mutual solidarity of German Catholics with people in 
Central and Eastern Europe”).  
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 “CONTINUATION OF AWARENESS ABOUT CONVENTION “ON THE RIGHTS 
OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES”

The project aim: promotion of ideas of equal participation, accessibility and in-
clusion of children and young people with disabilities in society, based on the values 
and provisions of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 

The project objectives: to disseminate ideas of the Convention on the Rights 
of Persons with Disabilities among 56 organizational structures of NGO “BelAPDIiMI”. 
•	 To improve the social participation of children and young people with disabilities 

in society, inclusion.
•	 To promote organization of independent life of young people with disabilities.

The project is realized with assistance of the Swedish charitable organization 
“Star of Hope”

“ART FOR INCLUSION OF PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES”

The project aim: forming of positive attitude towards people with disabilities 
among young people aged from16 to 25 years old through cultural, educational and 
informational campaigns in the Republic of Belarus.

The project objectives:
•	 To form a positive attitude towards people with disabilities through involvement 

young people aged from 16 to 25 years old to educational activities on the prin-
ciple “equal to equal”. 

•	 To promote tolerant attitude towards people with disabilities creating their posi-
tive image with means of art. 

•	 To draw attention of youth to solve the issues of inclusion of people with disabili-
ties in society through social advertising and media campaigns and other public 
activities as well as improving work of the website of NGO “BelAPDIiMI”. 

•	 To monitor and evaluate the dynamics of the level of change of the attitude to-
wards people with disabilities among youth. people.
The project is realized with assistance of the US Agency for International Devel-

opment USAID
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We express 
GRATITUDE

to our partners, sponsors, friends for assistance and support
THANK you for being with us in 2014 

•	 Swedish fund “Star of Hope International” 
•	 Swedish citizen Krister Nero
•	 British charity organization “Action for Persons with Disabilities” 
•	 “Bread for the World” - Protestant Development Service, Germany
•	 “FORTOTSCHKA E.V”, Germany
•	 “Renovabis”, Solidarity initiative of the German Catholics with the people in 

Central and Eastern Europe 
•	 Group on providing assistance to Belarusian children who are victims of radiation 

under the Evangelical community Berlin-Köpenick, Germany
•	 Charity fund LIFELINE, Switzerland
•	 “Board of trustees of the German assistance to Chernobyl”, Germany 
•	 Lithuanian welfare society for persons with mental disability “Viltis” 
•	 “Arken Church Bible Center”,  Sweden
•	 Individual Enterprise “British American Tobacco – Trading Company” 
•	 LLC “Belsafta”, Minsk 
•	 CDL Distri, Minsk 
•	 CDL “SANKIS”  
•	 National Bank of the Republic of Belarus 
•	 LLC “Polierg”, Minsk 
•	 Charyty NGO “World without borders”

Administrations of regional executive committees 
and district executive committees 

Minsk region, Brest region, Vitebsk region, Mogilev region, Gomel region, Grodno region


